
Turning Wishes into Action

Engaging in the Battle

Romans 8:9-17; 2 Peter 1:3-11



•Priority of Relationship
•Vertical
•Horizontal

•Process 
•Maturity

•Context 
•Unity

Directional Statement Maturity



An Old Problem

Thus says the LORD of hosts, the God of Israel, "Amend 
your ways and your deeds, and I will let you dwell in 
this place." (Jer. 7:3)

This is what the Lord says: “What fault did your fathers 
find in me, that they strayed so far from me? They 
followed worthless idols and became worthless 
themselves. (Je 2:5 - NIV)

Are they ashamed of their loathsome conduct? No, 
they have no shame at all; they do not even know 
how to blush… (Je 6:15 - NIV)



Our Will

Genesis 4 6Then the LORD said to Cain, “Why are you 
angry? Why is your face downcast? 7If you do what is 
right, will you not be accepted? But if you do not do 
what is right, sin is crouching at your door; it desires 
to have you, but you must master it.” (NIV)



Who is in Control?

Romans 8 9You, however, are controlled not by the 
sinful nature but by the Spirit, if the Spirit of God 
lives in you. And if anyone does not have the Spirit of 
Christ, he does not belong to Christ. (NIV)

Romans 8 11And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus 
from the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ 
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies 
through his Spirit, who lives in you. (NIV)



Who is in Control?

Romans 8 13For if you live according to the sinful 
nature, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the misdeeds of the body, you will live, (NIV)



Good News

Romans 8 14because those who are led by the Spirit of 
God are sons of God. 15For you did not receive a 
spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you 
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, 
“Abba, Father.” 16The Spirit himself testifies with our 
spirit that we are God’s children. (NIV)



Common Sense?

Matthew 5 38“You have heard that it was said, ‘Eye for 
eye, and tooth for tooth.’ 39But I tell you, Do not 
resist an evil person. If someone strikes you on the 
right cheek, turn to him the other also. 40And if 
someone wants to sue you and take your tunic, let 
him have your cloak as well. 41If someone forces you 
to go one mile, go with him two miles. (NIV)



Taking Action

2 Peter 1 3His divine power has given us everything we 
need for life and godliness through our knowledge of 
him who called us by his own glory and goodness. 
4Through these he has given us his very great and 
precious promises, so that through them you may 
participate in the divine nature and escape the 
corruption in the world caused by evil desires. (NIV)



Taking Action

2 Peter 1 5For this very reason, make every effort to 
add to your faith goodness; and to goodness, 
knowledge; 6and to knowledge, self-control; and to 
self-control, perseverance; and to perseverance, 
godliness; 7and to godliness, brotherly kindness; and 
to brotherly kindness, love. (NIV)



Taking Action

2 Peter 1 8For if you possess these qualities in 
increasing measure, they will keep you from being 
ineffective and unproductive in your knowledge of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9But if anyone does not have 
them, he is nearsighted and blind, and has forgotten 
that he has been cleansed from his past sins. (NIV)
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