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Acts 2:1-21, 32-33 

1When the day of Pentecost came, they were all 

together in one place.  2Suddenly a sound like the 

blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and 

filled the whole house where they were sitting.  
3They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that 

separated and came to rest on each of them.  4All 

of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began 

to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled 

them.  



5Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing 

Jews from every nation under heaven.  6When 

they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 

bewilderment, because each one heard them 

speaking in his own language.  7Utterly amazed, 

they asked: "Are not all these men who are 

speaking Galileans?   8Then how is it that each of 

us hears them in his own native language?   
9Parthians, Medes and Elamites; residents of 

Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 

Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome, 
11(both Jews and converts to Judaism); Cretans 

and Arabs— 



we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our 

own tongues!"  12Amazed and perplexed, they 

asked one another, "What does this mean?"    
13Some, however, made fun of them and said, 

"They have had too much wine."   14Then Peter 

stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and 

addressed the crowd:  "Fellow Jews and all of you 

who live in Jerusalem, let me explain this to you; 

listen carefully to what I say.  15These men are not 

drunk, as you suppose. It's only nine in the 

morning!  16No, this is what was spoken by the 

prophet Joel:  



 
17"'In the last days, God says,  

 I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 

 Your sons and daughters will prophesy,  

 your young men will see visions, 

  your old men will dream dreams.  
18Even on my servants,  

 both men and women,  

 I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 

  and they will prophesy. 



 

I19 will show wonders in the heaven above 

  and signs on the earth below, 

 blood and fire 

  and billows of smoke.  
20The sun will be turned to darkness 

  and the moon to blood 

 before the coming of the great and glorious 

 day of the Lord. 
21And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord 

 will be saved.'  



 
32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all 

witnesses of the fact.  33Exalted to the right hand of 

God, he has received from the Father the 

promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you 

now see and hear.  



A Very Interesting Passage 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18   
 

 17 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  18 And we, 

who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord's 

glory, are being transformed into his likeness 

with ever-increasing glory, which comes from 

the Lord, who is the Spirit.  



The Upper Room Discourse 

John 14:25-26 

 25All this I have spoken while still with you.  26But 

the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father 

will send in my name . . .  

John 15:26   

 When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to 

you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes 

out from the Father . . .  

  

  

  



The Upper Room Discourse 

(cont.) 

John 16:7 

 Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to 

you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

 

John 16:13 

 But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes . . .  



The Upper Room Discourse 

(cont.) 

John 14:16-17   

 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 

another Counselor to be with you forever—17the 

Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, 

because it neither sees him nor knows him. But 

you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 

you.  I will not leave you as orphans; I will 

come to you.  



Point Number One 

 Christ and the Holy Spirit are so closely 

identified that the coming of the Spirit can 

also be regarded as the coming of Christ. 



John 15:26   

 When the Counselor comes, whom I will send 

to you from the Father 

 

John 16:7 

 Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to 

you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  

 

Matthew 3:11   

 He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit . . . 

 



John 20:22   

 And with that he breathed on them and said, 

"Receive the Holy Spirit." 

 

Acts 2:32-33 

 32God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are 

all witnesses of the fact.  33Exalted to the right 

hand of God, he has received from the Father 

the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out 

what you now see and hear.  

 

 

 



John 16:12-15  

 "I have much more to say to you, more than you 

can now bear.  13 But when he, the Spirit of truth, 

comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not 

speak on his own; he will speak only what he 

hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  
14 He will bring glory to me by taking from what 

is mine and making it known to you.  15 All that 

belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said 

the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it 

known to you.  



 

 Acts 16:7 – "the Spirit of Jesus"  

 Romans 8:2 – "the law of the Spirit of life in 

 Christ Jesus" (NRSV) 

 Romans 8:9 – "the Spirit of Christ" 

 2 Corinthians 3:17 – "the Spirit of the Lord" 

 Galatians 4:6 – "the Spirit of his Son" 

 Philippians 1:19 – "the Spirit of Jesus Christ" 

 1 Peter 1:11 – "the Spirit of Christ" 

 



Point Number Two 

 The Holy Spirit is the gift of Christ to his 

church. 

 

 More specifically, the gift which Christ 

gives is the gift of himself in the person 

of the Holy Spirit. 



The Spirit in the Life of Christ 

and in the Life of the Believer 

 Christ was conceived by the Holy Spirit (Matt 

 1:18, 20; Luke 1:35) 

 We are born of the Spirit (John 3:6-7) 

 

 Christ received the Spirit at his baptism (Matt 

 3:16) 

 We are baptized in the Spirit (Matthew 3:11) 



 Christ prayed to his Father, calling him "Abba" 

 (Mark 14:36) 

 We call our Father "Abba" through the Spirit 

 whom we have received (Rom 8:15; Gal 4:6) 

 

 Christ in his death offered himself to God 

 "through the eternal Spirit" (Heb 9:14) 

We offer ourselves to God as a “spiritual act of 

 worship” (Rom 12:1) 

 

 Christ was raised by the power of the Spirit 

 (Rom 1:4; 1 Pet 3:18) 

We are raised by the Spirit (Rom 8:11) 

 



Point Number Three 

 The purpose of the Spirit in the life of the 

believer is nothing other than to conform 

the life of the believer to the life of Jesus 

Christ. 

 

 The purpose of the Holy Spirit in the life of 

the believer is to replicate, or duplicate, 

the life of Christ in that believer. 



Point Number Three (cont.) 

  

 The Purpose of the Holy Spirit in the life of 

the believer, is to reproduce in the life of 

that believer, the birth, life, death, burial, 

resurrection, and ascension of Jesus 

Christ. 



De-Mystifying the Holy Spirit 

Lewis B. Smedes, Union with Christ (Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983), pp. 44-45. 

 

We are sealed in Christ (Eph 1:13) 

We are sealed in the Spirit (Eph 4:30) 

 

We are consecrated in Christ (1 Cor 1:2) 

We are consecrated in the Spirit (Rom 15:16) 



 We are righteous in Christ (Phil 3:8-9) 

 We are righteous in the Holy Spirit (Rom 14:17) 

 We are righteous in both (1 Cor 6:11) 

 

 We have life through Christ (Eph 2:5; Col 3:4) 

 We have life through the Spirit (Rom 8:11) 

 

 We have hope grounded in Christ (1 Cor 15:19) 

 We have hope grounded in the power of the 

 Spirit (Rom 5:5; Gal 5:5; 6:8) 

 

 

 



 Christ is the alternative to the law of sin and 

 death (Rom 10:4) 

 The Spirit is the alternative to the law of sin and 

 death (Rom 8:2) 

 

 We are commanded to stand fast in the Lord 

 (Phil 4:1) 

 We are commanded to stand fast in the Spirit 

 (Phil 1:27) 

 

 

 

 



 We are told to live in Christ (Col 2:6) 

 We are told to walk in the Spirit (Eph 4:3; Gal 

 5:25) 

 

 Paul speaks the truth in Christ (Rom 9:1; 2 Cor 

 2:17) 

 Paul speaks the truth in the Spirit (1 Cor 12:3) 

 

 We are called into the fellowship of Christ (1 Cor 

 1:9) 

 We are blessed with the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit (2 Cor 13:14) 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Point Number Four 

 To have the Spirit is nothing other than to 

have Christ. 

 

 To be possessed by the Holy Spirit is 

nothing more, and nothing less, than to be 

possessed by Christ. 



Re-Mystifying the Holy Spirit 

Colossians 1:27  

 . . . the glorious riches of this mystery, which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory. 

 

Colossians 2:2  

 . . . the mystery of God, namely, Christ 

 



What About Spiritual Gifts? 

Romans 12:6 

 We have different gifts, according to the grace 

given us. 

 

1 Corinthians 7:7 

 But each man has his own gift from God; one 

has this gift, another has that. 

 

 



1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

 4There are different kinds of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. 5There are different kinds of service, but 

the same Lord. 6There are different kinds of 

working, but the same God works all of them in 

all men. 

 

1 Peter 4:10 

 Each one should use whatever gift he has 

received to serve others, faithfully administering 

God's grace in its various forms. 



Some Conclusions 
 There is no place in the New Testament where 

we are told to discover our spiritual gifts. 

 

 The lists of spiritual gifts listed in the New 

Testament are not exhaustive, nor are they 

intended to be. 

 

 Every Christian is a charismatic Christian. 



Richard Gaffin (Perspectives on Pentecost): 

 

The way to determine our spiritual gifts is not to 

ask: “What is my ‘thing’ spiritually, my spiritual 

specialty, that sets me apart from other believers 

and gives me a distinguishing niche in the 

church?” . . . . 

  

. . . . The question to ask is, “What in the situation 

in which God has placed me are the particular 

opportunities I see for serving other believers in 

word and deed (1 Peter 4:10)?” 

 



And to that I would add this: 

 

 To ask that question, “what can I do to minister 

to my brothers and sisters in word and deed?”, 

to find the answer, and then to act on it, means 

that you are a Spirit-filled Christian, a Christian 

who is like Christ, a Christian who gives 

evidence that Christ is being formed in you. 


