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1. Dining & Creation 

Genesis 1:29-30 
  29Then God said, "I give you every seed-bearing 

plant on the face of the whole earth and every 

tree that has fruit with seed in it.  They will be 

yours for food.  30And to all the beasts of the 

earth and all the birds of the air and all the 

creatures that move on the ground—everything 

that has the breath of life in it—I give every 

green plant for food."  And it was so.  



Genesis 2:15-17 

 15The LORD God took the man and put him in 

the Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.  
16And the LORD God commanded the man, 

"You are free to eat from any tree in the garden;  
17but you must not eat from the tree of the 

knowledge of good and evil, for when you eat of 

it you will surely die."  



Genesis 3:1-6 

 1Now the serpent was more crafty than any of 

the wild animals the LORD God had made.  He 

said to the woman, "Did God really say, 'You 

must not eat from any tree in the garden'?"  2The 

woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit 

from the trees in the garden, 3but God did say, 

'You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 

middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, 

or you will die.'" 



 4"You will not surely die," the serpent said to the 

woman.  5"For God knows that when you eat of it 

your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 

God, knowing good and evil."  6When the 

woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for 

food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable 

for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. 

She also gave some to her husband, who was 

with her, and he ate it.  

 



Genesis 3:14 

 14So the LORD God said to the serpent, 

"Because you have done this, "Cursed are you 

above all the livestock and all the wild animals! 

You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust 

all the days of your life.  



Genesis 3:17-19 

 17To Adam he said, "Because you listened to 

your wife and ate from the tree about which I 

commanded you, 'You must not eat of it,' 

"Cursed is the ground because of you; through 

painful toil you will eat of it all the days of your 

life.  18It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

and you will eat the plants of the field.  19By the 

sweat of your brow you will eat your food until 

you return to the ground, since from it you were 

taken; for dust you are and to dust you will 

return."  



Genesis 3:22-24 

 22And the LORD God said, "The man has now 

become like one of us, knowing good and evil. 

He must not be allowed to reach out his hand 

and take also from the tree of life and eat, and 

live forever."  23So the LORD God banished him 

from the Garden of Eden to work the ground 

from which he had been taken.  24After he drove 

the man out, he placed on the east side of the 

Garden of Eden cherubim and a flaming sword 

flashing back and forth to guard the way to the 

tree of life.  



2. Dining and Flood 

 God makes provision for food on the ark 

 God makes a new covenant 

 Noah makes a sacrifice – God smells the aroma 

and he is pleased 

 New dietary expansion – not just vegetation but 

also meat 

 New dietary prohibition – no meat with the blood 

still in it 



3. Dining & The Exodus 

 The Passover  

 lamb, unleavened bread, bitter herbs, eaten in haste 

 The Wilderness Wanderings 

 manna, quail, water 

 The Sacrifices 

 offered to God, rejoicing 

 The Dietary Laws 

 provisions and restrictions 

 All in the Context of the Covenant 

 



4. Dining and the Christ 

Matthew 4:1-4 

 1Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert 

to be tempted by the devil.  2After fasting forty 

days and forty nights, he was hungry.  3The 

tempter came to him and said, "If you are the 

Son of God, tell these stones to become bread."  
4Jesus answered, "It is written: 'Man does not 

live on bread alone, but on every word that 

comes from the mouth of God.'"  



Matthew 8:10-12 

 10When Jesus heard this, he was astonished 

and said to those following him, "I tell you the 

truth, I have not found anyone in Israel with such 

great faith.  11I say to you that many will come 

from the east and the west, and will take their 

places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac and 

Jacob in the kingdom of heaven.  12But the 

subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, 

into the darkness, where there will be weeping 

and gnashing of teeth."  



Matthew 15:22-28 

 22A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to 

him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy 

on me!  My daughter is suffering terribly from 

demon-possession."  23Jesus did not answer a 

word.  So his disciples came to him and urged 

him, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out 

after us."  24He answered, "I was sent only to the 

lost sheep of Israel."  25The woman came and 

knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said.   



  26He replied, "It is not right to take the children's 

bread and toss it to their dogs."  27"Yes, Lord," 

she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that 

fall from their masters' table."  28Then Jesus 

answered, "Woman, you have great faith!  Your 

request is granted."  And her daughter was 

healed from that very hour. 



Luke 14:12-14 

 12Then Jesus said to his host, "When you give a 

luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, 

your brothers or relatives, or your rich neighbors; 

if you do, they may invite you back and so you 

will be repaid.  13But when you give a banquet, 

invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,  
14and you will be blessed. Although they cannot 

repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection 

of the righteous."  



Mark 7:17-19 

 17After he had left the crowd and entered the 

house, his disciples asked him about this 

parable.  18"Are you so dull?" he asked.  "Don't 

you see that nothing that enters a man from the 

outside can make him 'unclean'?  19For it doesn't 

go into his heart but into his stomach, and then 

out of his body."  (In saying this, Jesus declared 

all foods "clean.")  



Matthew 26:26-29 

 26While they were eating, Jesus took bread, 

gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, "Take and eat; this is my 

body."  27Then he took the cup, gave thanks and 

offered it to them, saying, "Drink from it, all of 

you.  28This is my blood of the covenant, which 

is poured out for many for the forgiveness of 

sins.  29I tell you, I will not drink of this fruit of the 

vine from now on until that day when I drink it 

anew with you in my Father's kingdom."  



5. Dining and the Church 

 They go from house to house breaking bread 

(Acts 2:42-46) 

 One of the first crises to hit the early church 

concerns the fair distribution of bread (Acts 6) 

 Peter and Cornelius (Acts 10) 

 A Church Council convenes to deal with another 

dining crisis – how can Jews and Gentiles eat 

together? (Acts 15) 



 Paul condemns the Corinthian church for a lack 

of dining etiquette in conjunction with their Lord’s 

Supper celebrations (1 Corinthians 11) 

 Paul rebukes Peter for caving in to 

“circumcision” group and refusing to eat with 

Gentiles (Galatians 2:11-12) 

 Jude talks about those who are “blemishes” at 

the church’s “love feasts” (v. 12) 



6. Dining and the Last Days 

Revelation 13:16-17 
 16He also forced everyone, small and great, rich 

and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on 

his right hand or on his forehead, 17so that no 

one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, 

which is the name of the beast or the number of 

his name.  



Revelation 19:7-9 

 7Let us rejoice and be glad and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, and his 

bride has made herself ready.  8Fine linen, bright 

and clean, was given her to wear.“  (Fine linen 

stands for the righteous acts of the saints.)  
9Then the angel said to me, "Write: 'Blessed are 

those who are invited to the wedding supper of 

the Lamb!'"  And he added, "These are the true 

words of God."  



Revelation 19:17-18 

 17And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who 

cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying in 

midair, "Come, gather together for the great 

supper of God, 18so that you may eat the flesh of 

kings, generals, and mighty men, of horses and 

their riders, and the flesh of all people, free and 

slave, small and great."  



Revelation 2:7, 17 

 7To him who overcomes, I will give the right to 

eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise 

of God. 

 

 17To him who overcomes, I will give some of the 

hidden manna. 



Revelation 22:1-2 

 1Then the angel showed me the river of the 

water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 

throne of God and of the Lamb 2down the middle 

of the great street of the city.  On each side of 

the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve 

crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month.  And 

the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the 

nations.  



Revelation 22:17 

 17The Spirit and the bride say, "Come!"  And let 

him who hears say, "Come!"  Whoever is thirsty, 

let him come; and whoever wishes, let him take 

the free gift of the water of life.  



Isaiah 25:6-8 

 6On this mountain the LORD Almighty will 

prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples, a 

banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and 

the finest of wines.  7On this mountain he will 

destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the 

sheet that covers all nations; 8he will swallow up 

death forever.  The Sovereign LORD will wipe 

away the tears from all faces; he will remove the 

disgrace of his people from all the earth. The 

LORD has spoken.  


